In 1836, a New Jersey woman walked into her local county court to demand compensation for the ten-years' worth of costs she had incurred while begrudgingly providing for an enslaved woman in her care. Elizabeth Haines claimed that Minna, the enslaved African formerly owned by Henry Force and leased to Haines for a short term, was a "worthless" worker, stating "she drank, and she had become blind in one eye." (1-2) Although the local court ruled in Haines's favor,
The trouble with Minna, or rather Minna's case, reflects the troubled process of gradual emancipation in the North. Through his analysis, Hartog reveals how social, political, and legal frameworks reactively responded to situations like Minna's case by constantly re-defining both slavery and freedom. This created a convoluted and cloudy transition from a slave society to an emancipated one. Hartog begins by skillfully navigating this process through an examination of Minna's later life remains hidden from view. Despite her absence throughout the work, Hartog's short and well-researched work serves as an excellent case study for the complex and often contradictory legal process of emancipation for students and scholars alike.
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